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More than any other time in our
history, the challenge of melding
the two Indias occupies the
public discourse as it must.
Rich and poor, urban and rural, upper caste
and tribal, the idea of India waits to be redefined.
The creation of The Foundation seeks to
influence this redefinition into one that envisions
a totally inclusive India, an India where, through
quality education, every Indian starts with the
same opportunity. Thus was born our spearhead
initiative, REACH (Restoring Equality through
the Education and Advancement of Children).

The idea of REACH is to have classrooms in

the best schools of this country full of children
from every region of the land. Children who
would otherwise never have the chance to break
out of their communities. Locked away

by geography, history, politics, or simply, poverty,
REACH seeks to give bright, deserving children
ten-year scholarships, from Std 6 to graduation.

In 2007, the first area we chose to select
students from was the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. The immense geographical divide
between the mainland and the archipelago has
left the islanders with an ingrained sense of
separateness at best, a sense of inferiority

at worst. Executing a simple plan —selecting
five children from the pool eligible for admission
into Std 6, proved fiendishly difficult in the

38 inhabited islands of the region.

Working with the Directorate of Education, the
logistical challenge, from reaching application
forms to every island to conducting group
sessions, was daunting with 20-hour boat

trips, an 8-month monsoon and primitive

communications proving imposing hurdles.

We even created a radio ad in Hindi explaining
the scholarship and played it across the islands!
Today five children from the region — Matrena,
Bindu, Pratima, Rukhsar and Jinu, are in various
colleges across the country after having finished
their Std 10 from Rishi Valley school,

the country’s top ranked boarding school.

In 2011 we decided to launch REACH Il'in the
Kashmir Valley. The Kashmir initiative had its
own challenges. The threat of militancy (bombs
went off in Lal Bazar in Srinagar on one of our
trips), distance (braving treacherous roads,

our team reached the Indo-Pak border with
application forms), and orthodoxy (the school
chosen for this scholarship initiative is
co-educational), six children —four girls and two
boys, were selected and have completed their
first year at the Sahyadri School (a sister school
of Rishi Valley), near Pune. The next region
REACH moves to is Manipur and Meghalaya
in the north-east.

Where better to start bridging the divide
between the two Indias than in the classroom.
The dream is to nurture hundreds of children
from different parts of the country; children
entering the world, educated, informed, full of
the certitude that the world can be one, so that
they in turn will never shy away from walking up
to the forgotten, taking them by the hand and
setting them on a deeper, richer journey.



In Nicobar we feel forgotten
by people on the mainland.
The Foundation showed us
it'’s not true.




couldn’t talk to the teachers
freely in my school in Kashmir.

n Sahyadri the teachers are

ike my older brothers and sisters.




Earlier nobody knew us in the
Andamans. Today everybody knows
about Pratima’s scholarship, about
The Foundation. | feel so proud.




In winter | really miss home,

the snow, the kangri... then | do
pottery under the parijat tree in
school and | forget everything!




Life in Kashmir is beautiful but
sometimes sad. Here schoolwork is
tough but there is no sadness.
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| still cannot believe somebody has
come all the way from Mumbai and
has chosen my daughter to study in
Sahyadri School. There are good
people in this world.




ANDAMAN & NICOBAR JAMMU & KASHMIR



My house is in Betapur village.

t takes 8 hours by bus to go to
Port Blair. | never dreamt one day
would be in Mumbai, that too
studying in Xaviers!
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My mother used to take care of me
before | left the Andamans. Now |
take care of her.




| always knew Muquadas was very
talented, but | could never have
dreamt that one day she would
be studying in one of India’s best
boarding schools!




When | first told my classmates
in Rishi Valley | was from the
Middle Andamans, they used to say,

‘"Where??’ Now all of them want
to visit!




Bindu
Duraikannu

Pratima
Kumari

Matrena
Martin

Rukhsar
Rasheed

All of 17 years of age, Bindu is intensed and focused, someone who is sure of
what she wants and knows how to go about achieving her goals. She is an avid
reader and a sponge for information. Blessed with a quiet sense of mischief,
Bindu has developed tremendous diligence that will be her mainstay when she
steps out into the real world.

Doing a B.Sc at St. Xaviers College, Mumbai, Jinu is equally at ease taking
apart a gadget and putting it back together again as he is on the football field.
Not yet 18 years of age, Jinu has a sense of responsibility far beyond his years,
which coupled with his high sense of integrity make him an unusual,
exceptional teenager.

A warm and outspoken 18 year old, Matrena is a natural extrovert who gets
along famously with her Sophia College classmates. She is a self-starter, and has
used the past six years to develop leadership skills that will continue to propel
her to the top of any field she chooses.

A late bloomer, Rukhsar is a winsome young lady who possesses a beguiling
sense of humour. Despite her innate gregariousness, she is introspective and
thoughtful about her role in the world. Naturally drawn to the performing arts,
at 17, Rukhsar is cultural head girl of her junior college.

Studying Arts at Sophia College, Mumbai, Pratima is a very sensitive and aware
17 year old. Her quiet reserve hides a girl who is always willing to lend a helping
hand wherever needed. While Pratima has a very strong sense of family she is
equally independent-minded. She is able to stand by the decisions and choices
she makes, even if the going gets a little hard.



At 12 years, Sarhan is an extremely bright, sensitive young boy.

He is imaginative, idealistic and multi-talented, as confident
captaining his cricket team as breaking into song in perfect melody.
He dreams of one day being a pilot.

A determined young girl of 11, Yousra is alert, aware and observant.

Able to think practically and on her feet, she is ambitious and has extremely
high expectations of herself. Not surprisingly, she wants to be either a judge
or a scientist.

At 11, Asifis a confident, alert & quick witted young boy. A clear leader,
delegator, and problem solver by nature, he is able to think out of the box and
on his feet. He displays a child-like curiosity and an adventurous spirit to boot.

A soft spoken young girl with a quiet confidence, Sheeba is sharp, logical
and perceptive. Mature beyond her 11 years, she has a strong sense of self.
She’s also every teacher’s dream — quiet, attentive, and ready to absorb.

A sensitive and thoughtful young girl of 11, Arbeena is assertive and stands her
ground when necessary. While she has a strong sense of faith, she possesses an
openness to accept that her peers might not share her religious convictions.
Arbeena has a fierce desire to do well and make her parents proud.

Muquadas is a bright, effervescent and articulate young girl. Reflective and

self aware, she feels very strongly about gender equality and believes that boys
and girls deserve the same opportunities. She enjoys public speaking and never
misses a debate!

Sarhan Sheeba
Showkat Ashraf
Yousra Arbeena
lgbal Jan
Asif Muquadas
Manzoor Wani



While there are a thousand manifestations of evil on
this planet, perhaps the single most instinctive evil is
discrimination. We do not like the Other. They make us
uncomfortable. So we treat the poor, the uneducated,
the physically and mentally challenged with unease,
the ‘'unwashed’, the dark-skinned, the transvestites,
the ‘lower castes’, with contempt. The Foundation
has, as its one-point agenda, the endeavour to remove
all kinds of discrimination from our lives, our country,
our world. Clearly, this is a massive mountain to

climb. We will start small, we may even stay small,

but the work we will do will be intelligent, focussed,
uncompromising, and full of love.
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